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HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MUSI-
CIAN BARBARA LEWIS 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor a legend of R&B sound who hails not 
from a musical capital like Detroit, Chicago, or 
New York, but from a small town in Michigan’s 
7th district: South Lyon. 

Barbara Lewis was born into a powerful leg-
acy, as the great-granddaughter of Civil War 
veteran, John W. Lewis. She was also born 
with a musical heritage, as her bandleader fa-
ther played trumpet, her mother and uncle 
played saxophone, and her aunt was a music 
teacher. Surrounded by this symphony of 
sound, it’s no surprise that Barbara began 
playing piano, guitar, and harmonica at an 
early age, writing songs at age nine, and sing-
ing lead vocals at family jam sessions in her 
teens. While Barbara told her friends and fam-
ily she had no intention of pursuing music as 
a career, a meeting with Ollie McLaughlin, an 
Ann Arbor DJ-turned-producer and manager 
changed all that, and changed the course of 
her life. 

Impressed by her talent and her original 
songs, McLaughlin signed Barbara on the 
spot. In 1962, she recorded her first two sin-
gles. One of them, a peppy, upbeat piece 
called ‘‘My Heart Went Do Oat Da’’ was, ac-
cording to Barbara, written on her upright 
piano while she was babysitting one night 
while still attending South Lyon High School. 

Lewis holds the distinction of being the first 
Michigan artist to record for Atlantic Records, 
and in the span of her career, she went on to 
record three Top Ten R&B hits for 
McLaughlin’s record label, including the num-
ber one smash, ‘‘Hello Stranger.’’ She also 
had 10 songs on Billboard’s Hot 100 during 
the 1960s, ranking her second to only Aretha 
Franklin in terms of chart success for female 
solo artists from the state of Michigan. 

Barbara recorded songs at the legendary 
Motown studios in Detroit and performed with 
some of the greatest R&B artists of her time. 
Many of her songs have been remade and re-
mastered and live on today, including by 
Queen Latifah, with others featured on hit 
movie soundtracks including ‘‘The Bridges of 
Madison County.’’ 

Barbara returned to Michigan in 1971, fol-
lowing stints in New York and Chicago, and 
lived many years in her home state before re-
locating to Florida. She received the Pioneer 
Award from the Rhythm and Blues Foundation 
in 1999, and in 2016, Barbara Lewis was in-
ducted into the Michigan Rock and Roll Leg-
ends Hall of Fame. While health issues forced 
her to retire from singing in 2017, I ask that 
her legendary sound and contributions to the 
arts be forever recorded in our hearts. 

RECOGNIZING REVEREND 
JACQUELINE DELORISE SMITH 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an inspiring woman of God, a 
loving wife, dedicated, doting grandmother, 
pace setting trailblazer, and friend to human-
kind, Reverend Jacqueline Delorise Smith. A 
retirement reception attended by her family, 
many friends and well-wishers was held on 
February 18, 2023, at 3:00 pm in Columbus, 
Georgia. 

Reverend Smith’s remarkable life began in 
Grady County, Georgia. She was educated in 
the Grady County School System at Wash-
ington Consolidated High School. She ob-
tained her post-secondary education degrees 
in Sociology from both Thomas University and 
Bainbridge University. 

Her professional pursuits took her to be the 
lead Psychiatric Assistant at Southwestern 
State Hospital and a Social Worker at Georgia 
Pine for the State of Georgia, serving for a pe-
riod of 31 years. A multi-talented individual, 
she also trained as a Practical Nurse and 
worked as a CPR Instructor, Emergency Med-
ical Technician and Home Health Technician. 

Reverend’s Smith’s life was changed forever 
when she answered the call to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Because of her com-
mitment to the Gospel and to God’s people 
she was ordained as a Deacon in 1990 and in 
1992 was elected to be an Intinerant Elder. 
She presented her first trial sermon in Sep-
tember of 1987. 

Her pastoral care has taken her to many 
churches, often serving as the first female 
Pastor in these houses of God. She has 
served at the following churches during her 
powerful ministry to include Bryant Chapel in 
Reno, Georgia, Rock Hill in Beachton, Geor-
gia, Saint John AME Church, Cedar Springs 
AME in Whigham, Georgia, she was the sec-
ond female Pastor in Bainbridge, Georgia. 
This was followed by service at the St. Peter 
AME Church in Camilla, Georgia and the 
Bethel AME Church (Circuit) in Attapulgus, 
Georgia. 

In 2004, her historical accomplishments on 
behalf of the Kingdom continued when she 
was appointed the first female Presiding Elder 
in the South Georgia Conference by Bishop 
Frank C. Cummings. She continued to pastor 
churches while serving as the presiding Elder 
to include Mount Olive in Ocilla, Georgia, 
Bethel AME in Alaptha, Georgia, St. Pete 
AMAE in Valdosta, Georgia, St. Paul AME in 
Valdosta, Georgia, Peyton AME in 
Claytonville/Valdosta, Georgia, Francis Lake in 
Lake Park, Georgia Bethel AME in Fitzgerald, 
Georgia and ATOC AME in Dawson, Georgia. 

Her life is an example of how one person 
can make a difference when carrying out 
God’s will for their lives. Presiding Elder Smith 
has served her God and she has served him 
well. 

Presiding Elder has accomplished much in 
her life but none of her successes would have 
been possible without the Love of God and 
support of her husband, Charles Dewey Smith 
who serves as an area consultant of the 
Southwest Georgia District, their three children 
and nine grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian, and I, along 
with the more than 765,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District and my colleagues 
extend their congratulations to Presiding Elder 
in honor of her distinguished career in service 
to God and humankind. May the next phase of 
her life be filled with happiness and a contin-
ued servant’s heart. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 31ST ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KHOJALY MAS-
SACRE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, February 26 
marks the 31st anniversary of the massacre of 
hundreds of people in the town of Khojaly, 
Azerbaijan. Khojaly, which is in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, was once 
home to 7,000 people. This was the largest 
killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civilians during the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. On February 26, 
1992, Armenian armed forces massacred over 
600 unarmed people—including 106 women, 
63 children and 70 elderly people—and left 
less than 2,000 survivors. Hundreds more be-
came disabled due to their injuries. More than 
100 children lost a parent and 25 children lost 
both parents. At least 8 families were entirely 
killed. 

Although a cease-fire was negotiated in 
1994, it is my hope that Armenia and Azer-
baijan can come together and find peace. Es-
calation of conflict in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region is not in the interest of the South Cau-
cuses. Long-term peace, security, and re-
gional cooperation would greatly benefit the 
region and the world. 

Azerbaijan has been a strong partner of the 
United States and its allies. This cooperation 
has included sending significant humanitarian 
aid to Ukraine during the ongoing war with 
Russia; playing a leadership role in non-pro-
liferation issues; providing troops to serve 
shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. forces in 
Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan; allowing transit 
of non-lethal equipment used by coalition 
forces through Azerbaijan to Afghanistan; con-
struction of the Southern Gas Corridor from 
the Caspian Sea to Italy, thereby providing 
Europe with an alternative to Russian energy 
sources; and supplying 40 percent of Israel’s 
oil. Azerbaijan also has a thriving Jewish com-
munity and has outstanding relations with 
Israel. 

As Azerbaijanis throughout the world com-
memorate the massacre and continue to 
grieve the loss of loved ones, I hope they can 
find peace amidst this tragedy. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 

OF CIVIL WAR VETERAN ALEX-
ANDER JOHNSON 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to a man who should have been 
hailed as a hero, but for too long his story was 
lost in history. Alexander Johnson was a Black 
Civil War Veteran who lived and worked in 
Owosso in the late 1800s, and when a group 
of white residents chased most Black folks out 
of town, Johnson and two other Black men re-
fused to go. 

Born in Tennessee in 1833, Johnson fled 
slavery and made his way to Michigan before 
enlisting in a Union regiment of African Ameri-
cans in Kalamazoo to fight in the Civil War, 
then moving to Canada at the war’s end, and 
later returning to Michigan to settle in Owosso 
with his wife. 

No one knows for sure why he chose 
Owosso. Some historians believe Johnson’s 
wife may have had family nearby. Others sur-
mise he might have had connections to a 
home in Owosso rumored to be part of the 
Underground Railroad, and still others say that 
at the time, the growing community was a 
place where people of all races moved to ex-
plore economic opportunity. Whatever the rea-
son, Owosso is where Alexander Johnson 
chose to put down roots, opening up a down-
town barbershop and was, by all accounts, a 
well-liked businessman and respected mem-
ber of the community. 

Unfortunately, the good times did not last 
long, as racial tensions grew and the Ku Klux 
Klan became active in the county. The ten-
sions culminated in 1871 when 40 white vigi-
lantes gathered together and attempted to 
drive all the Black residents out of town. There 
is little we know about this dark moment in 
Owosso’s history, but we do know that Alex-
ander Johnson was a light that would not be 
extinguished. Johnson stayed in Owosso, 
along with two other Black men, until he died. 
In 1907 Johnson received a military burial at 
Oak Hill Cemetery in Owosso, and his story 
was buried with him for more than 100 years. 

There are those who seek to ignore or even 
wipe away the more painful pieces of our his-
tory, and there are those who understand that 
we cannot ever be great without acknowl-
edging our failures, learning from our mis-
takes, and moving forward with a commitment 
to grow. The Owosso Rotary Club falls into 
the latter category, as they were the ones not 
just to uncover Johnson’s story, but to ac-
knowledge it and honor it as a piece of 
Owosso’s history. 

Alexander Johnson was formally recognized 
by the Owosso Rotary on Veterans Day 2021 
with a solemn ceremony at his gravesite. It is 
only fitting that I, too, join in paying tribute to 
this brave man whose convictions led him first 
out of slavery, then to fight for a country he 
believed in, to establish the life he wanted, 
and to stay in the community that he loved. 
May his memory be a blessing and an inspira-
tion to us all. 

REMEMBERING JAYNE HARPER 
PLANK 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise, with Con-
gressman ERIC SWALWELL, to honor the re-
markable life of my constituent, Jayne Harper 
Plank, who passed away on February 23, 
2023. Jayne dedicated her life to civic service, 
philanthropy, and historic preservation, and 
she will be greatly missed by her beloved fam-
ily, her many friends, and our entire commu-
nity. 

Jayne grew up in Washington, D.C. and 
graduated from George Washington Univer-
sity. She served on the Kensington Town 
Council for 7 years and in 1974 became the 
first woman elected mayor of Kensington, ulti-
mately serving 4 terms. 

In honor of her extraordinary civic service to 
the town, the renovated Kensington Cabin, 
originally built in 1934, was renamed the 
Mayor Jayne H. Plank Kensington Cabin. 

In 1982, President Reagan appointed Jayne 
as the Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at 
the State Department, a position she held for 
5 years. Jayne served as a liaison to gov-
ernors, mayors, county officials and state leg-
islators on the administration’s policies. She 
also worked as a cryptologic linguist for the 
National Security Agency. 

Jayne was active in historic preservation, 
philanthropic and civic organizations. She was 
the first woman elected President of the Mary-
land Municipal League and the first woman to 
serve as the State of Maryland’s representa-
tive to the National League of Cities. 

Jayne was also appointed to the Chris-
topher Columbus Quincentenary Jubilee Com-
mission and served on the Maryland Heritage 
Areas Authority, the Board of Trustees of 
Tudor House in Georgetown, and the Mary-
land Historical Society. She was active with 
the Women’s Leadership Group of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Greater Washington and 
the Citizen’s Association of Georgetown. In 
2016, Sister Cities International recognized 
Jayne for her work building strong inter-
national relationships. 

Jayne was the beloved wife of the late Wil-
liam H. Plank, Sr. She is survived by her lov-
ing family, including her sons William Plank, 
Stuart Plank, John Scott Plank, Colin Harper 
Plank and Kevin Audette Plank; her grand-
children, Jack, Casey, Eve, Jesse, Campbell, 
Talya, Aitan, James and Katherine; and sisters 
Peggy Defranceaux and Donna Miller. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the remarkable life and legacy 
of my trailblazing constituent, Jayne Harper 
Plank. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN 
WARS DEPARTMENT OF VIR-
GINIA 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the centennial of the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars Department of Virginia (Vir-
ginia VFW). For the last 100 years and count-
ing, the Virginia VFW has provided critical 
services and support to Virginia’s veterans. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars National 
Headquarters formally chartered the Virginia 
VFW in February 1923. The Virginia VFW’s 
members then formally organized in March 
1923 in Norfolk, Virginia. Its founding mem-
bers included veterans from the Spanish- 
American War and World War I. Membership 
in the Virginia VFW has grown substantially 
since its founding in 1923: it originally had 13 
Posts and 663 members; now, it has 128 
Posts and over 40,000 members. The Virginia 
VFW’s membership includes members from all 
branches of the military and represents con-
flicts over the past 100 years. 

The Virginia VFW’s mission is: ‘‘To foster 
camaraderie among United States veterans of 
overseas conflicts. To serve our veterans, the 
military and their families. To advocate on be-
half of all veterans.’’ 

The Virginia VFW advocated for the estab-
lishment of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for the passage of the Montgomery 
GI Bill, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2019, the elimination of the Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) Dependency and Indem-
nity Compensation (DIC) offset, and the PACT 
Act. These are just a few of the many pieces 
of legislation they successfully supported that 
have helped countless veterans. 

Additionally, the Virginia VFW’s Service 
Claims Agents ensured that Virginia veterans 
received over $13 million in earned benefits 
that otherwise may have been lost. Further-
more, Virginia VFW members avidly support 
their local communities. In the last five years, 
the Virginia VFW’s members volunteered for 
1,233,783 hours and donated $9,155,822—of 
which the combined value is $41,840,483. I 
have no doubt that the Virginia VFW will con-
tinue to fulfill its mission. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to rise with me in 
celebration and honor of the centennial of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of Vir-
ginia. May God bless the Virginia VFW and its 
members as they continue to serve veterans, 
veterans’ families, and their communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. GERALD MIXON 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my personal congratulations 
and best wishes to an exceptional community 
leader and outstanding citizen, Mr. Gerald 
Mixon, on his retirement as the Planning Di-
rector of the Middle Flint Area Planning and 
Development Corporation and the River Valley 
Regional Commission after 47 years of serv-
ice. His retirement celebration was held on 
February 17, 2023 at the River Valley Re-
gional Commission in Americus, Georgia. 

For nearly five decades, Gerald has been a 
dedicated leader in the Middle and Southwest 
Georgia community, helping to bring much- 
needed resources and development opportuni-
ties to multiple counties in Georgia’s Second 
District, including Dooly, Macon, Marion, 
Schley, Sumter, Taylor, and Webster counties. 
During his tenure, he has successfully applied 
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for countless federal programs to spur com-
munity development projects in his community, 
and he has been instrumental in working with 
local government and the various federal de-
partments and agencies to improve the quality 
of life for Georgians. 

As the Planning Director for the Middle Flint 
Area Planning and Development Corporation 
and the River Valley Regional Commission, 
Gerald Mixon has become a vital resource to 
the dozens of local government officials and 
non-profit institutions that fall within his reach. 
His deep knowledge and experience of the 
grant-writing process and bottom-up commu-
nity development has positioned him to serve 
as an essential lifeline for these community 
leaders who often seek technical assistance 
and sound advice as they work to improve 
their communities and neighborhoods. His 
service in this regard served the community 
tremendously as local officials are often 
tasked with working together to implement re-
gion-wide projects under the Community De-
velopment Block Grant, including in transpor-
tation and infrastructure, housing, and anti- 
poverty programs. 

Gerald has built an impressive career in his 
lifetime, planning and overseeing the success-
ful completion of countless community devel-
opment projects, including leading the efforts 
to implement numerous comprehensive plans 
for efficient and sustainable solid waste man-
agement in the Middle Flint and River Valley 
Regions. Amid frequent destructive tornadoes, 
hurricanes, and other severe weather-related 
incidents, Gerald authored eight pre-disaster 
plans for counties and cities across the region 
to help mitigate damage and the need for 
costly repairs following disasters. And he mod-
ernized his region’s public safety apparatus by 
conceptualizing and organizing a seven-county 
Enhanced 911 center covering the largest 
service area in Georgia that went on to be-
come the Middle Flint E–911 system, which is 
still in operation today. 

Gerald has accomplished much throughout 
his life, but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the Grace of God and the love 
and support of his wife, Diane, and his three 
children, Heather, Stuart and David. 

Sir Winston Churchill often said: ‘‘You make 
your living by what you get; you make your life 
by what you give.’’ The Middle and Southwest 
Georgia region is a better place today be-
cause Gerald Mixon gave so much to so many 
for so long to make our communities stronger, 
better place to live. As a man of tremendous 
work ethic, organizational talent, vision, and 
tact, his life’s work has helped create pros-
perity and opportunities in Georgia that many 
may have once not thought possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than 
765,000 people of Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District, in extending our sincerest ap-
preciation and best wishes to Gerald Mixon 
upon the occasion of his retirement from an 
outstanding career of service to his beloved 
community. 

HONORING THE GROUNDBREAKING 
CAREER AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
CARRIE OWENS 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of an extraordinary educator who 
shaped the lives of thousands of mid-Michigan 
students during her groundbreaking career. 

Carrie Owens grew up in Florida during the 
time of segregation and high racial tensions, 
and she knew from an early age she wanted 
to work toward dismantling the systems she 
saw all around her. Though her parents had 
no formal education, they pushed their kids to 
have what they had not, and a young Carrie 
thrived in school. She eventually became a 
teacher and was hired by Okemos Public 
Schools in 1964, becoming the first Black 
teacher in the district. 

It’s said that when Mrs. Owens first inter-
viewed for a job at Cornell Elementary School 
in Okemos, she vowed to help each student 
individually, because she recognized what 
many even in education circles did not yet 
grasp—that all students learn at different 
paces and in different ways. Just as she 
thrived in school, Owens did everything to en-
sure her students did the same, and she was 
put in charge of a transitional class of elemen-
tary students, who up until that point had had 
limited success in school. Owens made sure 
each of her students progressed to grade 
level, and empowered them to understand 
how they learned. 

Word of her tireless dedication to student 
success and her innovative teaching philos-
ophy spread quickly, and many families 
moved to Okemos just so their children could 
be in her class. 

By the time she retired from teaching in 
2001, she had touched thousands of young 
lives and helped change the face of education 
in the community. Not only did her hiring pave 
the way for other teachers of color, by the end 
of career Okemos had its first Black super-
intendent, and the district was overall a more 
diverse, inclusive community. 

As we mark Black History Month, I salute 
Carrie Owens, who is Black history in 
Okemos. This trailblazing teacher has left her 
mark on the hearts and minds of the entire 
community, and we are so much better for her 
service. May her lessons live on in all the stu-
dents she touched, and in all the lives she 
changed. 

f 

HONORING YING LEE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life of my 
dear friend and first legislative director, Ying 
Lee, and her incredible contributions to her 
community and our country. I want to extend 
my deepest condolences to Ying’s children, 
Sarah and Max, her grandchildren, Max Jr. 
Kelley, and Olivia, and Ying’s entire extended 
family. They are all in my prayers during this 
difficult time. 

Ms. Lee’s story is one of tremendous perse-
verance, resilience, and fortitude in the face of 
struggle. Born in China, Ms. Lee arrived in the 
United States as a refugee from Shanghai 
during World War II. Her life before immi-
grating was marked with hardship, as Ms. Lee 
faced firsthand the brutal realities that stem 
from war and militarization. By the young age 
of 13, Ms. Lee had survived more than most 
people do in a lifetime, witnessing poverty, 
famine, and sickness, all brought on by 
devasting warfare. Her experiences in child-
hood were fundamental in shaping Ms. Lee’s 
identity as an activist, educator, city 
councilmember, and anti-war movement icon. 

Her family’s escape from an invading Japa-
nese army brought Ms. Lee to the Bay Area. 
Settling in Berkeley, Ms. Lee spent most of 
her fighting for progress, peace, and equity, as 
a councilmember and as my legislative direc-
tor. Her journey in political activism began in 
the halls of UC Berkeley, where Ms. Lee stud-
ied political science, earning her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees. There, she became in-
volved in the civil rights movement, fighting for 
racial justice; and the anti-war movement, call-
ing for an end to the Vietnam war. 

Ms. Lee’s commitment to serving the great-
er good began with her career as a teacher at 
Berkeley High School, where she spent years 
educating young minds. In 1973, Ms. Lee 
made history as Berkeley’s first Asian Amer-
ican council member and helped shape the 
city’s ongoing legacy as a haven for progres-
sive politics. She continued her journey in 
public service as a Congressional aide for 
Congressman Ron Dellums and, later, for my-
self, as my first Legislative Director when I 
came to Congress. Here in D.C., Ms. Lee 
spent years by my side advocating for equity, 
global peace, and legislative change. To-
gether, we worked to advance global peace 
and security on many fronts, including our visit 
to Japan to discuss the consequences of war 
in the aftermath of the September 11 attacks. 
Ms. Lee’s work to advance equity measures 
included her contributions to the Living Wage, 
Jobs For All Act, which sought to codify basic 
economic rights for all Americans and improve 
the quality of life. 

Ying Lee was a tireless warrior, as her ac-
tivism never ceased. In 2020, Ms. Lee joined 
historic crowds of people to fight for Black 
Lives, marching in the streets of Berkeley with 
her ‘‘Black Lives Matter’’ sign. At 83, she pro-
tested the closure of Berkeley’s post office, 
handing out pamphlets and participating in ral-
lies. Ms. Lee exemplified a true public servant, 
an advocate, and fierce warrior for justice. 

I spoke with Ying two weeks before her 
passing. She sounded strong and energetic. 
As always, she encouraged me to keep fight-
ing the good fight. While I will always remem-
ber our last conversation with a heavy heart, 
I will meet our challenges head on with Ying’s 
fervor and passion, in her honor. 

While we mourn her loss, we celebrate her 
remarkable life, which will be remembered as 
one of love, passion, compassion, dedication, 
and brilliance. Her legacy will provide us guid-
ance in rising to the occasion as we continue 
her fight for peace and justice. I loved Ying 
and will miss her tremendously. May she Rest 
in Peace and Power. 
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HONORING DORIS ‘‘JILL’’ CARSON 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Doris ‘‘Jill’’ Carson, of Pen-
nington Gap, Virginia. A native Bostonian, 
Mrs. Carson was a beloved figure in the Pen-
nington Gap community since moving to the 
town in 1986. 

An active member of her Pennington Gap 
community, Mrs. Carson served as a Member 
of the Town Council since 2014, the first Afri-
can American woman to hold the office, and 
as Vice Mayor since 2019. Shortly before her 
passing, she was elected as the President of 
the Virginia Municipal League. She spent 
many years volunteering for the Lee High 
School guidance department, assisting stu-
dents with college applications. She also 
served as a member of the Wells Chapel 
Church choir. 

Known for her skilled community organizing 
and engagement work, Mrs. Carson dedicated 
her life to raising the voices of the unheard. 
As a community organizer, she was involved 
in several matters, including the reformation of 
the jury selection process in Lee County, the 
restoration of voting rights to nonviolent felons 
in Virginia, and the reopening of Lee County’s 
only hospital. 

She, along with her husband Ron, co-found-
ed the Appalachian African American Cultural 
Center in Pennington Gap, to highlight the ex-
periences and history of African Americans in 
Lee County. They collected oral histories from 
Black residents in rural Appalachia, while also 
hosting seminars on racism and oppression. 

Mrs. Carson is survived by her husband of 
45 years, Ron Carson, and two children Kevin 
and wife Jacintha Carson (Alexandria, VA) 
and Alexis and husband Mark Perkins (Bristol, 
VA). Additionally, two precious granddaughters 
Zara and Mya Carson, sister Jackie Barrows 
and husband Anthony, special niece and 
nephew Tracey Stanley and Troy Johnson, 
mother-in-law Shirley Taylor, uncle Roy Car-
son and cousin April Matthews. I offer them 
my condolences on their loss. 

She leaves behind a lasting legacy in 
Southwest Virginia and, her presence and 
friendship will be greatly missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHERYL MOORE FOR 
HER RETIREMENT FROM A CA-
REER OF SERVICE TO THE RESI-
DENTS OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cheryl Moore, a true servant-leader 
who is retiring this month after forty years of 
service to the residents and communities 
across Central Florida and Florida’s Space 
Coast. 

For the last 13 years Cheryl has been a 
cherished member of my staff, serving as Di-
rector of Community Relations covering North 
Brevard and Orange County and assisting 
constituents all over the District resolve com-

plex cases involving federal agencies like the 
IRS, OPM, Postal Service, veterans’ benefits, 
and Medicare to name a few. 

Cheryl began her public service career in 
1984 as a member of the Orange County 
Code Enforcement Board, a position she held 
for eight years. Cheryl would go on to make 
significant contributions to the state legislature, 
serving as Chief Legislative Aide to State Rep-
resentative Tom Feeney and later State Sen-
ator John Ostalkiewcz. Cheryl even worked as 
a staff member in the State Redistricting Of-
fice, helping oversee the operation to draw 
new State Legislature and Congressional Dis-
tricts. In 2000, she returned to the Florida 
House as top aide to then-Florida House 
Speaker Feeney, and upon his successful 
election to Congress, served as his District Di-
rector from 2002 to 2008. Before joining the 
8th Congressional District staff, Cheryl served 
in the same role for Congresswoman Sandy 
Adams. 

Cheryl is known as a trailblazer for women 
and a legend in her industry, often setting the 
standard for professional and effective public 
service. Throughout her career Cheryl was 
recognized with the President’s Award from 
the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Semi-
nole County Sheriffs Office Legislative Award 
and the Orange County Sheriffs Award for 
‘‘Exceptional Leadership’’ for restoring the 
special risk assessment for law enforcement 
to 3 percent. However, what Cheryl is truly 
known for is her caring servant’s heart and the 
difference she has made in the lives of so 
many. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Cheryl Moore on her long and distin-
guished service and wishing her all the best in 
this next chapter of her life. 

f 

HONORING HIRAM ARCHER, THE 
FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN 
GRADUATE OF OLIVET COLLEGE 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor one of the first African American college 
athletes and scholars who paved the way for 
students of color across the state of Michigan 
and this Nation. 

Hiram Archer was the first student of color 
to be officially documented as a graduate of 
Olivet College, located in Eaton County, in 
Michigan’s 7th Congressional District. He at-
tended Olivet from 1888 through 1904, and 
played on the school’s varsity baseball team, 
making him one of the first ten Black athletes 
in the nation to play intercollegiate sports. 
While a student at Olivet, Archer was active in 
music and other creative endeavors. A gifted 
public speaker, Archer won several oratory 
and debate contests, and spoke at prominent 
events including the inauguration of College 
President William G. Sperry in 1893. The 
school considers him to be a model represent-
ative of both the history and the future goals 
for students of color at Olivet College. 

Archer remained at Olivet to complete his 
Master’s degree in science, and went on to 
earn a doctorate. He went on to serve in lead-
ership positions at several academic institu-
tions, including Director of Science and Assist-

ant Principal in the Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College in Normal, Alabama, which is 
today known as Alabama A & M University. 
He finished his career with the Smithsonian In-
stitution in Washington, D.C. as a nationally- 
recognized scientist. Archer passed away in 
1945 having made Olivet College and the 
state of Michigan proud. His alma mater says 
Archer’s life’s work is a testament to Olivet 
College’ academic vision: Education for Indi-
vidual and Social Responsibility. 

According to Olivet’s current President, Dr. 
Steven M. Corey, Archer’s successes were 
extraordinary for anyone, but for an African 
American in the late 1800s, they were truly 
groundbreaking and added much to the rich 
Black history that has shaped the college and 
this country. Dr. Corey says he is proud that 
Hiram Archer is an Olivet College alumnus 
and left such an incredible legacy. 

Today, his legacy lives on at Olivet College, 
with the Hiram Archer Student Success Acad-
emy, a mentorship and support group for stu-
dents of color on campus. I ask that he be for-
ever remembered for his pioneering contribu-
tions to the great state of Michigan. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL JOHN DARR 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a loving husband, dedicated fa-
ther, seasoned law enforcement executive, 
dear friend of longstanding to my wife Vivian 
and me, Lieutenant Colonel John Darr. An 
event celebrating his remarkable career in law 
enforcement was held on Thursday, February 
23 at the Saint Luke Ministry Center in Colum-
bus, Georgia. 

The journey of Lieutenant Colonel Darr 
began in Fort Benning, Georgia. He attended 
Hardaway High School and Columbus State 
University. 

Lieutenant Colonel Darr began his career 
with Muscogee County Sheriffs Office in 1988 
serving in a variety of bureaus to include The 
Fugitive Apprehension Bureau, The Jail Bu-
reau, Patrol Bureau, Court Bureau, and Inves-
tigative Bureau. 

Because of his vast experience and his 
penchant for service, Lieutenant Colonel Darr 
ran for and was elected Sheriff of Muscogee 
County in 2008. He was subsequently re-
elected in 2012. During his tenure as Sheriff, 
Lieutenant Colonel Darr was a visionary lead-
er who organized various community outreach 
programs. One of the first programs that he 
initiated was a program called project life-
saver. This program was the first of its kind in 
Muscogee County. 

The program provided tracking bands to 
families of program individuals with cognitive 
disabilities to Autism and Alzheimer’s. A com-
passionate community servant, Lt. Col. Darr 
helped to secure funding for bands for families 
that could not afford them as well as provided 
training for his deputies to be able to locate 
these individuals if they were in distress. He 
also found resources to promote these two 
programs by having an Autism Patrol Car and 
the All Cancer Support Vehicle. 

Lt. Col Darr was also committed to reducing 
the recidivism rate at the Muscogee County 
Jail. 
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Always the visionary, he began several ini-

tiatives aimed at improving the quality of life 
for inmates while housed at the jail. These ini-
tiatives include the Veterans Dorm, the Father-
hood Dorm, and the GED Dorm. 

The Veterans Dorm was the first such initia-
tive in the country and provided vast re-
sources for those Veterans who were incarcer-
ated. It helped them to deal with the ever- 
present issues of PTSD and substance abuse. 
In short, this initiative helped to prepare these 
Veterans for life after incarceration. 

The Fatherhood Dorm initiative focused on 
inmates being able to be present fathers after 
their release from incarceration. This initiative 
focused to improving the literacy of fathers so 
that after their release they would have the lit-
eracy skills to better themselves and to be 
able to read to their children. Finally, the GED 
Dorm helped incarcerated individuals to obtain 
their GED’s. 

Because of these initiatives and his focus of 
Mental Health, Lt. Col Darr was responsible 
for the removal of a Federal Consent Decree 
that the jail had operated under since 1999. 

Lt. Col Darr’s remarkable service as Sheriff 
ended in 2016. He always looked for ways to 
help himself and his community. He came 
back at the Lt. Col for jail operations under 
current Muscogee County Sheriff Greg Coun-
tryman. 

John Darr has held many titles in his life, 
but the most befitting is that of Servant. It has 
been said that ‘‘Service is the rent that we pay 
for the space that we occupy here on this 
earth.’’ John Darr has paid his rent and he has 
paid it well. 

Lt. Col Darr has accomplished much in this 
life, but none of it would have been possible 
with the love and support of his wife Linda and 
their four children: Rachael, Michelle, Court-
ney and Troy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife Viv-
ian and me along with the more than 765,000 
people of Georgia’s Second Congressional 
District in extending our sincerest appreciation 
and best wishes to Lt. Col John Darr on the 
occasion of his retirement from the Muscogee 
County Sheriff’s Office and remarkable career 
in Law Enforcement. To God be the Glory. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAL PECK 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on behalf of all South Carolinians, I am 
grateful to wish World War II veteran, Mr. Har-
old (Hal) Peck, a happy 100th birthday. 

Mr. Hal Peck, was born on February 22, 
1923 in Shelbyville, Indiana. In the spring of 
1943, he was drafted and made his way 
across the Atlantic, arriving in Normandy on 
June 17th, eleven days after D-Day, with the 
area having been secured. As a member of 
the 226th Signal Corps, he was a ‘‘climber,’’ 
responsible for going up and down telephone 
poles to help keep the lines of communication 
intact. He did not carry a rife while on pole 
duty, as he could not be perceived as a threat. 
The only shots he’s taken, says Mr. Peck, 
deal with basketball. 

After his wartime experience, he was re-
cruited by one of his former high school bas-

ketball coaches to play for Tulane University, 
in New Orleans. At 5-foot-eight, he excelled in 
college basketball, and was asked by the Na-
tional Basketball League Commissioner, Doxie 
Moore, to play on one of the National League 
teams. He declined the offer and instead de-
cided to coach basketball in a little town in 
northern Indiana, Kewanna. After 5 years of 
coaching, he went on to become a successful 
businessman as an insurance salesman and 
executive. 

In 1949, Mr. Hal Peck, married his Tulane 
sweetheart, the former Gwen Bailie. They had 
a happy marriage of 60 years, filled with ad-
venture, having traveled to almost every coun-
try, with Goshen, Indiana as their home base. 
In 1992, they retired to Aiken, South Carolina. 
Hal and Gwen had 2 sons, Rich and Josh 
Peck, who we join in celebrating their father’s 
birthday. 

I also join the family and friends of Mr. Peck 
in congratulating him for the French Legion of 
Honor which he was awarded by the French 
government in October of 2022 for his service 
during the war. It is the highest distinction, re-
warding eminent military and civil merits, that 
can be conferred in France on a French cit-
izen as well as on a foreigner. 

Today, I honor Mr. Hal Peck for his service 
to the American people and wish him a happy 
100th birthday and the best in his future en-
deavors. 

f 

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF CLIFTON 
WHARTON, JR. 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of a man who has spent his entire life 
and career breaking racial barriers and paving 
the way for future generations of Black schol-
ars and leaders. The name Clifton Wharton Jr. 
is known by many in the Michigan State Uni-
versity community thanks to a prominent cam-
pus landmark: the Wharton Center for the Per-
forming Arts. But in addition to his name, I 
want them to know his story, as it features a 
persistent rise against the odds, a tale worthy 
of being staged inside the building that now 
bears his name. 

By the time Clifton Wharton Jr. became 
president of Michigan State University—the 
first African-American to head a major, pre-
dominantly white university in the United 
States—he was no stranger to being first. 
Wharton, who grew up in Boston, entered Har-
vard University at age 16. There he became 
the first Black announcer at the campus radio 
station and the first Black secretary of the Na-
tional Student Association, a lobbying group 
he founded. Later, he was the first African- 
American admitted to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity’s School of Advanced International Stud-
ies and the first African-American to earn a 
Ph.D. in economics from the University of Chi-
cago. He worked for about a decade with the 
Agriculture Development Council, a non-gov-
ernmental agency, before returning to the aca-
demic world. 

When the MSU trustees appointed him the 
University’s 14th president in 1969, it was a 
time of tremendous change and cultural up-

heaval for the country, with college campuses 
taking center stage in the civil rights move-
ment and protests over the Vietnam War. 
Against that tumultuous backdrop, Wharton 
set another first: unlike any other major univer-
sity president of the time, he supported stu-
dents who demanded that their concerns be 
heard, even offering to personally take student 
petitions against the war to Michigan’s Con-
gressional delegation in Washington, D.C. 

Wharton’s eight-year tenure at MSU’s helm 
was marked by his successful efforts to main-
tain the quality of the University’s academic 
programs in the face of major budget cuts, his 
commitment to serving underprivileged stu-
dents, and the integration of the College of 
Osteopathic Medicine with the other medical 
schools. In 1978, Wharton achieved another 
first when he stepped down from MSU to be-
come the chancellor for the State University of 
New York system, making him the first African 
American leader of the nation’s largest univer-
sity system. 

But he wasn’t done breaking barriers. In 
1987, he was named the president and CEO 
of the Teachers Insurance and Annuity Asso-
ciation-College Retirement Equities Fund, 
making him the first Black CEO of a Fortune 
500 company. He held that role until 1993, 
when he became Deputy Secretary of State 
under President Bill Clinton, not surprisingly, 
the first African American to ever hold this 
second highest foreign policy post. 

I salute Dr. Wharton for his groundbreaking 
career and the path of excellence he has 
blazed. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
ANTHONY RAMOS 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today I want to 
recognize the many contributions of Anthony 
Ramos, a long-time community leader and 
resident of Dearborn in Michigan’s 12th Dis-
trict, as we mourn his loss. 

Anthony was a beloved community youth 
basketball coach and co-founder of the Dear-
born Basketball Association, where he also 
served as vice president. He saw the commu-
nity’s need for affordable sports programming 
for young people and was moved to act. An-
thony’s love for the game inspired enthusiasm 
in the young people he coached. He instilled 
the values of good sportsmanship and impor-
tance of teamwork while teaching the fun-
damentals. 

Please join me in honoring the life of Mr. 
Anthony Ramos and extending condolences to 
the Ramos family as the 12th Congressional 
District honors his life and legacy. 

f 

HONORING LEGENDARY EDUCATOR 
DR. EVA EVANS 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor a legend of Lansing, Michigan whose 
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tireless advocacy on behalf of effective edu-
cation for students of color changed the trajec-
tory of hundreds of young lives in mid-Michi-
gan. 

Dr. Eva Evans was born in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, and grew up in Detroit, Michigan, 
where she attended Northern High School in 
the early 1950s. Former teachers and fellow 
students remember her as one of the most 
willing, giving and compassionate people 
they’d ever met, traits that would ultimately de-
fine her entire life of service. She went on to 
earn her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Wayne State University and both Master’s and 
Doctorate degrees from Michigan State Uni-
versity. 

Dr. Evans served in a number of administra-
tive positions in the Lansing School District, 
from Director of Elementary Education to Dep-
uty Superintendent of Schools—the first fe-
male to ever hold that position. As a leader in 
the school system, she developed and imple-
mented innovative programs, such as schools 
of choice and a district-wide talent fair for, stu-
dents and staff. She connected the school dis-
trict with Lansing Community College and 
Michigan State University for the 2+2+2 Pro-
gram, which channels minority students into 
MSU’s College of Engineering. While she had 
a particular passion for math and science, she 
also created the ‘‘Be a Star’’ performing arts 
program. These programs and partnerships 
have endured over the years, benefiting count-
less individuals and shaping practice and pol-
icy in education, health care, social services 
and beyond. 

Outside the school buildings, Dr. Eva Evans 
tirelessly devoted herself to dozens of causes, 
giving of herself in leadership roles. She was 
the 24th International President of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, the chair of the Lansing Com-
munity College Foundation, President of the 
Lansing Woman’s Club, and Grand Marshall 
of the African American Parade and Family 
Picnic in Lansing. Evans was also appointed 
by the governor to serve on the Michigan 
Council for the Humanities and was Chairman 
of the Michigan Department of Civil Rights. 
She championed causes with the American 
Red Cross and created programs to raise 
awareness of HIV and AIDS. I like to think of 
her as the great connector—connecting under-
privileged students to education beyond high 
school, connecting communities in need to 
programs that had the capacity to help, and 
simply connecting people to one another. 

Dr. Evans, who passed away in 2020, re-
ceived numerous honors in her adopted 
hometown of Lansing, including the YWCA’s 
Diana Award for Excellence in Education; the 
NAACP’s Educator of the Year; the Lansing 
Chamber of Commerce’s Athena Award; the 
Crystal Apple Award for Education from Michi-
gan State University, and the Applause Award 
from the Lansing Center for the Arts. But I be-
lieve the greatest honor and the most pro-
found title she ever received was to be called 
a teacher. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE VICTIMS 
OF THE SUMGAIT POGROM 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 35th anniversary of the po-

grom against the Armenian residents of the 
town of Sumgait, Azerbaijan. Beginning on 
February 27, 1988, and over the course of 
three days, Azerbaijani mobs assaulted and 
killed Armenians. The violence left dozens of 
Armenian civilians dead and hundreds injured, 
women and girls were raped, and some vic-
tims were burned alive after being tortured 
and beaten. Thousands were forced to flee 
their homes, leaving behind their belongings. 
Armenian homes and businesses were left to 
be looted and destroyed. 

The pogroms came about as the result of 
years of hateful, racist anti-Armenian propa-
ganda woven into the very fabric of Azer-
baijani society by Azerbaijani leaders, who 
made little effort to punish those responsible, 
instead attempting to cover up the atrocities in 
Sumgait and denying the government’s role in 
instigating the killings. This unprovoked vio-
lence against Armenians was a precursor to 
subsequent attacks on ethnic Armenians, in-
cluding the pogroms in Kirovabad, Baku, and 
the Maragha Massacre. 

Time has not healed the wounds of those 
victimized in the pogroms or their families be-
cause three decades later, Azerbaijan’s ag-
gression against the people of Armenia and 
Artsakh continues. 

Beginning on September 27, 2020, and over 
44 days, Azerbaijani forces once again tar-
geted and murdered innocent Armenians in 
Artsakh and displaced tens of thousands 
more. Azerbaijan’s violence again escalated in 
September of 2022, when Azeri forces shelled 
homes in the villages of Karmir Shuka and 
Taghavard in Artsakh and launched an 
unprovoked assault on sovereign Armenian 
territory. 

Today, Azerbaijan continues to terrorize the 
people of Artsakh by blocking the Lachin Cor-
ridor—the only road connecting Artsakh to Ar-
menia. Since the blockade on December 12, 
2022, the humanitarian crisis in Artsakh has 
grown more dire by the day, with widespread 
shortages of food, medicine and other neces-
sities and rolling blackouts amid freezing tem-
peratures. The effect has been devastating to 
the 120,000 individuals living in Artsakh, in-
cluding children and the elderly. 

These are the horrific consequences when 
aggression and hatred grow unchecked and 
when Aliyev’s hostility is met with deafening 
silence, emboldening him to continue, and ex-
pand, his unprovoked attacks on the Armenian 
people, knowing there will be no repercus-
sions. This is why Azerbaijan considers it ac-
ceptable to annihilate Armenians in their his-
torical homeland. We cannot allow violence 
and crimes against humanity to go unan-
swered. 

The United States must immediately and 
permanently stop all U.S. assistance to Azer-
baijan and impose sanctions. It must also di-
rect U.S. humanitarian assistance to Artsakh, 
call for the safe and unconditional release of 
the remaining Armenian prisoners of war and 
captured civilians, hold Azerbaijan accountable 
for the destruction of religious and cultural 
sites, and support democracy in Armenia and 
a free, independent Artsakh. 

On this tragic anniversary, as we pause to 
remember the innocent victims of the po-
groms, we are also reminded that despite the 
trials the Armenian people have faced, it has 
not broken their faith, determination, and their 
wilt to survive in the face of constant threats 
from Azerbaijan. Today, let us recommit our-

selves to doing everything we can to bring lib-
eration to our Armenian brothers and sisters 
abroad, once and for all. 

f 

COMMENDING NICHOLAS AYERS 
ON HIS WORK FOR ALABAMA 
DISTRICT ONE 

HON. JERRY L. CARL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Nicholas Ayers for his service to Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District. A Virginia 
native, Nicholas graduated from George 
Mason University, where he also received his 
Master of Public Administration. Nicholas has 
been on the Hill for nearly six years and has 
dedicated his time serving for the U.S. House 
of Representatives. Starting off as a Legisla-
tive Intern, Nicholas researched information 
about legislation and issues which affected 
that district. He was then promoted to Staff 
Assistant, Legislative Correspondent, Legisla-
tive Aid, and then I hired him on as my Legis-
lative Assistant. His extensive knowledge of 
health care made him an asset to my office, 
and I know wherever he goes next, he will 
continue to be a leader. We wish him all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND CAREER 
OF LANSING’S OWN EARVIN 
‘‘MAGIC’’ JOHNSON 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to one of the greatest basketball 
players of all time, a man who brought so 
much magic to the game it quite literally be-
came part of his name. And it all began in 
Michigan’s capital city of Lansing—his home-
town. 

To say that Earvin ‘‘Magic’’ Johnson came 
from humble roots is an understatement. His 
mother was a school janitor and his father 
worked the General Motors assembly line by 
day, and collected garbage in the evenings. 
Johnson would often help his father on the 
garbage route, earning him the nickname 
‘‘Garbage Man’’ with the neighborhood kids. 
But all the teasing ended when he hit the bas-
ketball court. Johnson started playing as a 
youngster, and by the time he graduated from 
Lansing Everett High School—where he led 
his team to a state championship and was 
dubbed ‘‘Magic’’—he was already , considered 
the greatest high school basketball player to 
ever come out of Michigan. He moved just 
down the road to East Lansing, attending 
Michigan State University where he became a 
two-time All-American, leading the Spartans to 
the 1979 National Championship while being 
voted the Most Outstanding Player of that 
year’s Final Four. He was the number one 
overall selection of the 1979 NBA draft, cho-
sen by the Los Angeles Lakers where he 
would go on to play for his entire professional 
career. 

The stats are dazzling: in his 13 seasons 
with the Lakers, Johnson was a key member 
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of five NBA Championships, as well as being 
a 12-time All-Star, three-time NBA Finals MVP 
and three-time league MVP. During his NBA 
career, Johnson averaged 19.5 points per 
game, 7.2 rebounds per game and 11.2 as-
sists per game. He was a member of the origi-
nal NBA Dream Team, winning a Gold medal 
in the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. Both his 
Spartan jersey and his Lakers jersey were re-
tired, and Magic Johnson has been inducted 
into the College Basketball Hall of Fame, the 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame, 
the MSU Athletics Hall of Fame and the Michi-
gan Sports Hall of Fame. 

Johnson stunned the world in 1991 with the 
announcement that he had tested positive for 
HIV. It was a seismic moment, as an athlete 
of Johnson’s stature vowed in public to raise 
awareness about a virus that was shrouded in 
stigma. In the decades since that pivotal mo-
ment, his advocacy off the court has been as 
impressive as his skills on the court, and has 
not been limited to one topic. He’s used his 
platform to support so many causes, from HIV 
and AIDS to mental health to COVID vaccines 
and the transformational power of wealth- 
building for Black families. 

Johnson has said this about his legacy: 
‘‘Now these kids dream that they can become 
not only a basketball player or a football play-
er, but they can become a businessman. So 
that’s what’s important, that we have power 
and that we have a seat at the table.’’ 

With gratitude for his enduring contributions, 
Earvin Johnson not only provided a seat at the 
table, he helped construct it. A table, formed 
in the heart of Lansing, Michigan, shaped by 
a fierce work ethic and raw talent, and sprin-
kled with Magic. 

f 

HONORING DR. CHARLES MAGEE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a dedicated husband, loving fa-
ther, accomplished professor, stellar re-
searcher, and admiring trailblazer, Dr. Charles 
Magee. Dr. Magee was honored on Sunday, 
February 26, 2023, at an African American 
History Program at Mount Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church in Cairo, Georgia. 

The genesis of Dr. Magee’s began in 
Prentis, Mississippi. He is a proud graduate of 
Johnson High School. Dr. Magee’s higher 
education journey began at Alcorn State Uni-
versity where he received a bachelor’s degree 
in Animal Science in 1970. He went on to re-
ceive a master’s degree in Agricultural Engi-
neering from the University of Minnesota at St. 
Paul in 1973. Finally, he received his Ph.D. in 
Agricultural and Biological Engineering from 
Cornell University in 1980. 

Excellence has defined his extraordinary 
professional life. His professional career has 
taken him to some of the finest universities in 
the world to include the University of Min-
nesota at St. Paul, North Carolina A and T, 
Cornell University; the University of Arkansas 
at Fayetteville, Fort Valley State University, 
and Florida A and M University. 

Throughout his career he has been a trail-
blazing professor and scholar. He was the first 
African American to earn a master’s degree 

from the University of Minnesota; the first Afri-
can American to earn a Ph.D. in Agricultural 
and biological engineering from Cornell Uni-
versity; the first African American graduate of 
a historically black college or university (Alcorn 
State University) to earn a Ph.D. in Agricul-
tural and Biological Engineering; and the first 
African American assistant professor in the 
college of Agriculture at the University of Ar-
kansas-Fayetteville. He developed the first 
patent in the history of Fort Valley State Uni-
versity and the Biological Systems Engineer-
ing (BSE) program at FAMU. He is a founding 
and charter member of the National Society of 
Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, 
and Related Sciences and the first African 
American Engineer to be elected in the Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture Hall of 
Fame in 2020. Although he has been a trail-
blazer, his life has not been without his share 
of difficulties and obstacles. He has per-
severed and our Nation and world are better 
for it. Sometimes he had to stand alone, but 
he stood tall. 

A selfless servant, Dr. Magee has always 
had at the forefront of his mind the fact that 
he must address the issue of underrep-
resented populations in STEM careers. Dr. 
Magee has meant the world to his students 
through his mentorship, some have even fol-
lowed in his enormous footsteps. His influence 
has been paramount in their lives. 

Dr. Magee is a creative genius who has had 
eight U.S. patents that have been approved 
and eight that are pending. His life is an ex-
ample of how one person can make a dif-
ference when carrying out God’s plan for their 
life. 

The great Agricultural Chemist, George 
Washington Carver once said, ‘‘It is not the 
style of clothes one wears, neither the kind of 
automobile one drives, nor the amount of 
money one has in the bank that counts. These 
mean nothing. It is simply service that meas-
ures success.’’ Charles Magee is truly a serv-
ant. 

Dr. Magee has accomplished much in his 
life but none of this would have been possible 
without the love and support of his wife, Au-
drey and his children, Candace and Darian. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than 
765,000 people in Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in extending our sincerest grati-
tude to Dr. Charles Magee for his service to 
God, humankind, and our world. To God be 
the Glory. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BOB SAVAKINUS, 
ANTHRACITE CULTURAL PERSON 
OF THE YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
honor Bob Savakinus who was named the 
2023 Anthracite Cultural Person of the Year 
by the 250th Anthracite Commemorative 
Board. This prestigious award recognizes indi-
viduals who have promoted Anthracite herit-
age for more than 20 years through special 
projects. Bob will be honored on February 19, 
2023. 

An avid history buff, Bob had dedicated 
much of his time to uplifting Northeastern 
Pennsylvania’s cultural contributions and 
bringing attention to the rich history of our re-
gion. With his film company, Cannon Fire Pro-
ductions, he has produced many documen-
taries on the subject, including The Rocky 
Glen Movie, Return to Rocky Glen Movie, A 
Token. to the Past: The Story of the Electric 
City, Full Steam Ahead: Celebrating the 30th 
Anniversary of Steamtown NHS, The Confed-
eration of Union Generals, Hanson’s Amuse-
ment Park, Agnes, and Scranton’s Champion-
ship Season. Each of these films has been a 
thoughtful, well-researched and dynamic look 
into institutions that have defined Northeastern 
Pennsylvania’s history and identity. 

Following the success of these documen-
taries, Bob has turned his attention to full 
length feature films, and he has been advo-
cating for bringing both national and inter-
national filmmakers to the Anthracite region. 

In addition to championing Northeastern 
Pennsylvania’s past, he also volunteers his 
time to work for a brighter future by serving on 
the boards of many local organizations. He is 
a board member of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania Special Education Advisory 
Panel, United Nations Association of NEPA, 
Lackawanna Valley Conservation Association, 
the Lackawanna County Industrial Develop-
ment Authority, among others. 

When not focusing on his filmmaking en-
deavors and board memberships, he works as 
a transition education specialist for the 
Luzerne Intermediate Unit #18 and produces 
and hosts In a Nutshell on Comcast Channel 
19 to further explore Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania history. Bob has also been a driving 
force behind the annual Santa Train stop in 
Scranton, and he is a founder of the Arts on 
Fire festival in Scranton. 

It is an honor to recognize Bob as a titan of 
historical preservation of the Anthracite region. 
I deeply admire his unwavering commitment to 
preserving and promoting our history and cul-
ture and wish him all the best for many pro-
ductive years to come. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER AND AC-
COMPLISHMENTS OF DR. RUTH 
NICOLE BROWN 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to a visionary social justice inno-
vator and academic who is making space for 
African American women and girls to celebrate 
who they are and what they bring to the world, 
and bringing new and critical opportunities to 
students at Michigan State University. 

Ruth Nicole Brown is the Inaugural Chair-
person of and Professor in the Department of 
African American and African Studies at Michi-
gan State University. Dr. Brown, an inter-
nationally recognized leader in Black Girlhood, 
joined MSU on July 1, 2020, and quickly got 
to work creating and advancing the mission of 
this new degree-granting department of the 
university. Thanks to her efforts, beginning in 
the 2022–23 school year, MSU students were 
able for the first time to declare a major in Af-
rican American and American Studies, and 
many have jumped at the opportunity. 
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In addition to her academic and administra-

tive accomplishments, Dr. Brown is the found-
er of Saving Our Lives Hear Our Truths, a cre-
ative space that brings young African Amer-
ican girls together to celebrate Black girlhood. 
She also started BlackGirl Genius Week, a 
city/university wide social media takeover and 
awareness campaign focusing on rising Black 
women. She has written several books on the 
topic, and is a highly sought after speaker. 

It’s this combination of scholarly work and 
public engagement that makes Dr. Brown 
such an innovator. One day she is co-editing 
educational research anthologies and articles 
about racial equality and feminism, and the 
next day she is performing in powerful pieces 
combining music, images, and words. 

Dr. Brown is the master of seeing a void 
and stepping up to fill it. The performance 
community she has created responds to a 
need for spaces where Black girls and women 
are seen and valued. And the department she 
chairs allows students for the first time to cen-
ter their studies on Black history, including a 
critical exploration of the role of feminism and 
gender. 

Today I salute Dr. Brown for the many ways 
she is changing the game: through art, 
through music, and through education. I am so 
grateful that along with her many distinguished 
titles we are able to call her a Michigan State 
University Spartan. May her successes and 
contributions continue to enrich the MSU com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING SCOTT CELLEY 

HON. JUAN CISCOMANI 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate a member of our Arizona family 
who represented the best of our great State. 
A man of deep faith and an unfailing commit-
ment to his family and his country, Scott 
Celley distinguished himself in a life of public 
and private service. 

Moving from Oregon to serve two Senators 
and a Governor from Arizona, Scott loved poli-
tics. A skillful campaigner and a tireless polit-
ical operator who made a formidable oppo-
nent, Scott may not have won every campaign 
he led as a strategist or communicator, but he 
was never out-worked or out-hustled. 

As good as Scott was at politics, he always 
approached power with respect and humility 
for what it could do to help people. He re-
ceived the most joy and fulfillment from being 
able to support those who needed a hand up, 
especially in rural Arizona. 

Scott had an unfailing moral compass and a 
sense of right and wrong that could not be 
questioned. He did the right thing always—full 
stop. As importantly, he expected the same 
from those around him and had that special 
ability to make everyone rise to his level of in-
tegrity. No corners were cut and no facts were 
unchecked when you worked with Scott 
Celley. Especially in today’s political environ-
ment, that insistence on personal integrity 
stands out. 

Driven by a deep respect for the men and 
women who served our country in the Armed 
Forces, Scott championed several organiza-
tions to support and celebrate veterans, par-
ticularly those wounded in combat. 

Scott also was a committed mentor and a 
loyal friend, always offering to help with a call 
or a connection or just a word of encourage-
ment. 

But everyone who knew Scott would volun-
teer that his greatest passion without a doubt 
was saved for his beloved wife Pam, his de-
voted daughters Madeline and Caroline and 
their husbands, and their thriving families. In 
return, their love for him is unmatched. This is 
the one true test of a life well-lived. 

The thoughts and prayers of our State were 
with Scott and his family as he confronted an 
unfair illness. We pray for Scott and his family, 
we celebrate the man so many of us knew 
and loved, and we pay tribute to his example. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBIN JULIANO ON 
HER DEPARTURE 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise as Rank-
ing Member of the Appropriations Committee, 
and on behalf of the Members of the Com-
mittee, and its staff, to pay tribute to Robin 
Juliano as she departs the House of Rep-
resentatives following 17 years of service in 
the House, Senate, and White House. 

Robin is a first-generation college student 
and Pell Grant recipient who graduated from 
Brown University with a bachelor’s degree in 
U.S. history and from the University of Mary-
land with a master’s degree in education pol-
icy. She brings with her a sense of service 
and commitment to advocating and fighting for 
those most in need that has made her a 
unique asset to every team she has served 
with. 

Originally from Oxford, Maryland, Robin’s 
distinguished career in federal service began 
as Legislative Assistant for her state’s Sen-
ator, Barbara Mikulski. She later served as an 
Education Policy Adviser on the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Com-
mittee under Chairmen Edward M. Kennedy 
and Tom Harkin and as a Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Appropriations Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies Subcommittee also under 
Chairman Tom Harkin. Following her years in 
the Senate, Robin’s Extensive knowledge of 
America’s economic policy earned her a posi-
tion on the White House National Economic 
Council under President Barack Obama as a 
Senior Policy Adviser. 

Equipped with unmatched experience and 
knowledge, Robin then came home to the 
House Appropriations Committee where we 
are so grateful, she has served ever since. 
She was first a Professional Staff Member and 
then Clerk of the Labor, Health and Human 
Services, Education and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee leading the Committee’s edu-
cation and labor work. As Clerk, she provided 
me expert counsel and skillfully managed and 
negotiated many vital aspects of the Sub-
committee’s jurisdiction. In the 116th Congress 
alone, she played a central role in the Com-
mittee’s successful passage of two omnibus 
appropriations packages and five supple-
mental appropriations bills to respond to the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Robin’s wealth of knowledge of the issues 
under the Committee’s jurisdiction, exceptional 

leadership skills, and work ethic made it clear 
that there was no one better to step into the 
role of Staff Director of the full Committee 
once I became Chair in the 117th Congress. 
Over the past two years as Staff Director, 
Robin has led with unparalleled grace and in-
tegrity. Her counsel, wisdom, experience, and 
knowledge of both legislative issues and polit-
ical dynamics were integral to the Committee’s 
success last Congress. 

With her leadership, we brought back the 
widely successful Community Project Funding 
for the first time in more than 10 years, 
passed two omnibus appropriations packages 
in nine months, hosted over 200 hearings in 
two years, and passed several supplemental 
appropriations bills to respond to pressing 
issues as our Nation recovered from the pan-
demic, the January 6th insurrection, and nu-
merous other disasters, and as we fought to 
protect global democracy and support the 
Ukrainian people against Russia’s aggression. 

Our Nation is safer, healthier, and more eq-
uitable because of Robin’s leadership over the 
past 17 years. She leaves an invaluable mark 
on government programs that children, their 
parents, the middle class, and working families 
rely on. I have no doubt that our Nation’s fami-
lies are better off because of Robin’s sacrifice 
and her tireless efforts to help communities 
across the country. 

While we will miss Robin dearly and will feel 
her absence deeply, she is forever part of the 
Appropriations family—a family you can never 
leave. We are excited for her as she embarks 
on a new journey and look forward to seeing 
what new and exciting challenges she takes 
on. I extend my deepest gratitude on behalf of 
our Members and staff to Robin’s whole family 
for sharing her with us for so long and wish 
Robin, her husband Ben, and their children 
Oliver and Elise all the best. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE 
LOYD LEWIS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a loving husband, dedicated fa-
ther, community activist, dedicated public offi-
cial, and dear friend of long standing, The 
Honorable Loyd Lewis. 

Sadly, Mr. Lewis passed away on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2023. A celebration of his re-
markable life was held on Saturday, February 
25, 2023, at 3:00 pm in the gymnasium of 
Quitman County High School in Georgetown, 
Georgia. 

The genesis of Loyd Lewis’s story began on 
March 30, 1935, when he was born to the 
union of the late Lexton Lewis and Willie Mae 
Griffin Lewis in Georgetown, Georgia. He was 
educated in the Quitman County, Georgia 
school system and graduated from the Kaigler 
Training School. 

Mr. Lewis graduated from Fort Valley State 
College with a bachelor’s degree in Social 
Studies and he obtained his certification in 
Guidance and Counseling from Tennessee 
State University, in Nashville, Tennessee. Mr. 
Lewis began his teaching career at his alma 
mater, the Kaigler Training School in 1958. 

On August 16, 1965, Mr. Lewis’s life would 
change forever when he married the love of 
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his life, Katherine Louise Mauldin of Fort 
Gaines, Georgia. To this blessed union a son, 
Carvel, was born. 

Loyd used his life’s work to affect the lives 
of young people in a monumental way. He 
was a teacher, guidance counselor, and 
school bus driver. Mr. Lewis served as the Di-
rector of the Neighborhood Youth Corporation 
in Columbus, Georgia from 1966 to 1976. 
From 1976 until 1984, Loyd served as the Op-
erations Manager for the Columbus Employ-
ment and Training Administration in Colum-
bus, Georgia under Mayors Jack Mickle and 
Harry Jackson. 

Because of the profound impact of assisting 
his wife with her parent’s funeral arrange-
ments in Asheville, NC, Mr. Lewis was in-
spired to go into funeral service and in 1969, 
he and his beloved wife opened Lewis Mor-
tuary in Fort Gaines, Georgia. For over 53 
years, this business has brought comfort to 
families in Southeast Alabama and Southwest 
Georgia. 

Loyd was always involved in things that 
were for the betterment of his community. He 
was truly a humble and benevolent servant. 
For many years, the city of Georgetown was 
without an AME Church until Loyd Lewis 
stepped in with a group of ladies to reopen St. 
Stephens AME church. He and Katherine put 
their dreams of building a home on hold for 
this project. The church reopened in 1976 and 
is still going strong today. 

He continued to offer himself for service by 
serving on the Quitman County School Board. 
Loyd would serve as its Chairman for over 15 
years. Because of his efforts, the school sys-
tem would build a new elementary school, 
high school, and gym that would pave the way 
for the return of students from Stewart County. 

Loyd loved his God and served as a church 
Steward and Trustee as well as church school 
Superintendent at St. Stephens AME church. 
He served his God by serving the community 
as a member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Inc., Cross Road Masonic Lodge No. 190, The 
State School Board Association and The 
Georgia High School Association. 

Mother Teresa, said ‘‘A life not lived for oth-
ers is not a life.’’ I can say without a shadow 
of doubt that the Honorable Loyd Lewis lived 
his life for others. 

He accomplished much in his life but none 
of it would have been possible without the 
love and support of his late wife, Katherine, 
his son Commissioner Carvel Lewis and his 
grandson, Tristan. 

On a personal note, Loyd was my friend 
and supporter. He never told me what he 
thought I wanted to hear but he always told 
me what he felt I needed to hear. I will miss 
his wise advice and sage counsel. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than 
765,000 people in Georgia’s Second Congres-
sional District in commending the great service 
to humanity of the Honorable Loyd Lewis and 
in extending our deepest sympathies to his 
family. May their faith and the Holy Spirit con-
sole and comfort them in the days, weeks, 
and months to come. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LARRY ‘‘JAY PRICE’’ CARTER 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
communicate to you the profound influence 
and legacy of a man who was the ultimate 
communicator. Larry Carter dedicated his life 
to informing and uplifting Lansing, Michigan’s 
Black community, first through the radio, and 
later through a newspaper he founded with his 
wife, Carolyn, that continues in publication 
today under his daughter’s hand. 

Carter, also known as Jay Price, was born 
in Mississippi but grew up in the Midwest, 
graduating from John Marshall High School in 
Chicago in 1967. He met his future wife, Caro-
lyn Hill, at the age of 12, and married her 
shortly after graduating from Columbia College 
with a degree in Broadcast Journalism. To-
gether they raised three children: Anastacio; 
William; and Yanice. 

Larry spent the early years of his career in 
positions spanning several media markets 
across the Midwest and Southern regions. In 
1984, an industry colleague convinced him to 
move to Lansing, Michigan, where he accept-
ed a position in local radio. There, he quickly 
talked the station owner into changing the for-
mat to adult contemporary, with Larry as the 
morning host. He was an instant on-air suc-
cess, and also worked behind the scenes as 
sales manager to produce commercials. 

Despite the success he achieved in radio, 
Carter was itching to explore other avenues. 
In 1986, he launched a print publication ini-
tially called ‘‘The Capital Chronicle’’ and later 
renamed ‘‘The Chronicle News.’’ The focus 
was simple: fill the void Larry saw in local 
news coverage by spotlighting and enhancing 
awareness of issues in the Black community. 
It was a family affair from the start: Larry han-
dled advertising sales; Carolyn learned how to 
design and layout the stories; and the kids en-
listed their friends to deliver the paper door-to- 
door. 

Today, Larry and Carolyn have both passed 
on but their legacy remains. The Chronicle 
Newspaper is published twice monthly, by 
their daughter Yanice. The free publication is 
distributed throughout Mid-Michigan and can 
be found in municipal buildings, schools, local 
businesses, churches, and community centers. 
They also leave behind the legacy of family, 
including their three children, six grand-
children, two great-grandchildren, and a host 
of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 

Larry was devoted to lifting up the stories of 
his community, and today, it is my great honor 
to lift up his story, with profound gratitude for 
his devotion to creating a platform for the 
Black community to be seen, heard, and un-
derstood. 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. MARGARET’S 
SCHOOL 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 100th anniversary of St. 
Margaret’s School in Tappahannock, Virginia. 

In the early 20th century, secondary school 
options for young women in the rural south 
were limited. To meet the educational needs 
of young women in the Tappahannock area, 
the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia established 
St. Margaret’s School in 1921. In the 100 
years since then, St. Margaret’s School has 
educated young women and prepared them 
for life. The dedicated school heads, faculty, 
and staff encourage and develop students’ 
passions—in the classroom, on the athletic 
field, on the theater stage, and on the Rappa-
hannock River. St. Margaret’s School’s culture 
of inclusivity is grounded in its Episcopal roots, 
and challenges students to develop con-
fidence, resilience, and strength of character. 
The school’s motto, ‘‘as we grow in age, may 
we grow in grace,’’ guides students and grad-
uates through their entire lives. St. Margaret’s 
School left an indelible mark on generations of 
young women and the Tappahannock area— 
and will continue to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to rise with me today 
to honor and celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of St. Margaret’s School. May God bless St. 
Margaret’s School as it enters its second cen-
tury of educating young women. 

f 

HONORING MR. PETE ESCOVEDO 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the musical legacy of Pete 
‘‘Pops’’ Escovedo and his tremendous con-
tributions as a truly remarkable artist here in 
the Bay Area. I want to congratulate Mr. 
Escovedo on his retirement and on fifty incred-
ible years in the music industry. His passion 
for Afro-Caribbean music has left a lasting im-
pact on the music culture in our community. 

Born in Pittsburg, California, Mr. Escovedo 
found his passion for music from a young age 
when he learned to play bongos in Junior High 
School. His dedication to honing his musical 
abilities was evident from the beginning, as 
Mr. Escovedo built his own bongo set out of 
coffee cans and tape. He went on to pursue 
a career in music as a percussionist, forming 
a jazz band, Escovedo Brothers Latin Sextet, 
with his brothers Coke and Phil Escovedo. 
The band’s success led them to Carlos 
Santana, and his Latin band Santana, with 
whom Mr. Escovedo performed for three 
years. Santana went on to become one of the 
best-selling groups of all time. In 1972, Mr. 
Escovedo debuted his independent band 
Azteca, along with his brother, defying tradi-
tional norms for Latin music. Azteca was the 
first band to incorporate an orchestra, horns, 
woodwind instruments, keyboards, vocalists, 
and percussionists all under the genre of Latin 
rock. 
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Mr. Escovedo’s professional legacy includes 

being awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the Latin Grammys, performing with 
industry notables Herbie Hancock, Bill Sum-
mers, Tito Puente, and penning his own book. 
‘‘My Life in the Key of E.’’ 

Mr. Escovedo’s list of accomplishments ex-
tends beyond his professional pursuits, as a 
devoted husband to his wife, Juanita Gardere, 
and father to 4 kids, Sheila, Juan, Peter, and 
Zina. His children inherited Mr. Escovedo’s 
love and talent for music, and together, they 
are lovingly accepted as the Bay Area’s First 
Family of Latin and Contemporary Jazz. Fur-
thermore, Mr. Escovedos legacy is carried on 
by his daughter Sheila, who has become an 
industry titan herself, earning the moniker the 
‘‘Queen of Percussion.’’ 

It has been a fantastic journey watching Mr. 
Escovedo play and create beautiful music over 
the years. His passion and skill have inspired 
generations of musicians and will continue to 
do so. We thank you for your dedication and 
commitment to the music industry. 

As he embarks on his Retirement Tour, 
starting in Oakland, I want to wish Mr. 
Escovedo the best of luck. On behalf of the 
12th Congressional District of California, I am 
proud to honor Peter Escovedo for his tremen-
dous achievements. Congratulations again. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF HOWELL’S FIRST BLACK 
RESIDENT, ABRAHAM LOSFORD 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of Abraham Losford, the first Black resi-
dent of Howell, Michigan—a brave man who 
escaped slavery and used the trade he 
learned while captive to build a life of freedom 
for his family and for generations to come. 

It was 1849 when Abraham Losford fled 
north with nothing but his clippers from Ken-
tucky where he had been enslaved and 
served as a plantation barber. He was cap-
tured, escaped again, and after Emancipation, 
returned to free his children, Benjamin and 
Sally. The plan was to travel to Lansing, 
Michigan, via the Old Plank Road and open a 
barber shop, but when Losford stopped in 
Howell to change stagecoaches, he was con-
vinced to stay in the small town. The people 
of Howell promised to keep him safe if he 
would stay and open up a barber shop, which 
they sorely needed. It was a deal both sides 
would forever uphold. 

Losford and his barber business both 
thrived in Howell, and he became a success-
ful, respected businessman in the predomi-
nantly white community—no small feat for a 
former slave in the years following the end of 
the Civil War. Newspaper ads from the time 
boast of his salon offering ‘‘Shaving, Sham-
pooing, and Hairdressing’’ for both men and 
women, and it was noted in the local press 
that when Losford fell ill, a band of 60 kids 
and adults joined together to bring him gifts 
and money in a show of support and affection 
for the beloved town barber. 

Abraham passed the trade to his son, who 
went on to open a barber shop of his own in 
the Town of Edmore, Michigan. Today, Ben’s 

story—and that of his father—are immortalized 
in the children’s book ‘‘Benjamin Losford and 
his Handy, Dandy Clippers.’’ It is the story of 
how skill equals freedom, and a potent re-
minder that we must all make the most of the 
tools we have been fortunate enough to re-
ceive. 

Abraham Losford died in 1897 and is buried 
in Lakeview Cemetery in downtown Howell. 
His obituary states that quote, ‘‘His presence, 
as well as his open, manly character, was a 
living reminder of the sin of slavery. Many win-
ters will come and go before the name of ’Old 
Uncle Abe’ is forgotten in the community.’’ Mr. 
Speaker, I ask that his name and his accom-
plishments live forever in our hearts and 
minds. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
HONORABLE MARY JANE GALER 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and celebrate the life of a de-
voted wife, loving mother, doting grandmother, 
noted historian, professional librarian, distin-
guished author, thoughtful teacher, dedicated 
public servant and dear friend of longstanding, 
The Honorable Mary Jane Perkins Galer. 
Sadly, Representative Galer transitioned this 
life on Tuesday, February 7, 2023. A celebra-
tion of her remarkable life was held at 3:00 pm 
on Wednesday, February 15, 2023, at The 
First Presbyterian Church in Columbus, GA at-
tended by a host of friends, family, and admir-
ers. 

The genesis of Mary Jane Galers journey 
began with her birth in Port Arthur, Texas in 
1924. Always seeking to quench her thirst for 
knowledge, she attended and graduated from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1945 with a B.A. 
in Education. This led to the commencement 
of her professional career as a teacher and li-
brarian. She went on to earn a Master’s de-
gree in Library Science from the Carnegie In-
stitute of Technology in 1947. 

Mary Jane was able to merge her love of 
travel and serving others when she became 
an Army Special Services Librarian. This re-
sponsibility involved setting up libraries for sol-
diers at bases around the world, helping these 
soldiers increase their love of knowledge and 
learning. In 1951, during one of these assign-
ments, she met and married her husband of 
66 years, the late U.S. Army LTC (Ret.) Rob-
ert Fulton Galer. The Galer Family moved to 
Columbus, Georgia in 1960, when her hus-
band became Fort Benning’s Inspector Gen-
eral and Mary Jane assumed the position of 
Post Librarian. In 1967, Mary Jane joined the 
staff of Columbus College, now Columbus 
State University, as a Librarian and Associate 
Professor. 

Because of her love of public service, in 
1976 she interrupted her pursuit of an ad-
vanced degree in Political Science to run for 
a seat in the Georgia House of Representa-
tives. She and I were both elected during that 
election, and we became not only colleagues 
but dear friends. We frequently traveled to and 
from Atlanta together and often shuttled pack-
ages to her daughter Robin, who was a stu-
dent at Georgia Tech. She used her time as 

a legislator to champion the rights of women 
and children. Her legislative achievements in-
clude helping Georgia, Alabama, and Florida 
to agree on a water sharing plan, revising 
guardianship laws for incapacitated adults, re-
moving the collaboration requirements in rape 
cases and strengthening child support laws to 
comply with Federal guidelines. Furthermore. 
she was a strong advocate for the Equal 
Rights Amendment and equal opportunity for 
all. She served in the Georgia General As-
sembly through 1988. As a result of her stellar 
public service, she received numerous public 
awards to include Certificate for Outstanding 
Achievement in Public Service, Soroptimist 
Award and the Maxine Shapiro Goldenstein 
Freedom Award. 

Mary Jane Galer accomplished much in her 
life but little of it would have been possible 
without the grace of God and the love and 
support of her husband, the late U.S. Army 
LTC (Ret.) Robert Fulton Galer and her three 
children—Frank Fulton Galer, Robin R. Galer, 
and Barbara J. Neufeld. Her life was certainly 
made complete with the love of her grand-
children Jeni Neufeld and Katie Benner, as 
well as her three great grandchildren. 

George Washington Carver once said that 
‘‘How far you go in life depends on your being 
tender with young, compassionate with the 
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong. Because someday 
in your life you will have been all of these.’’ 
Mary Jane, throughout her life exemplified 
these words. She was a lady of principle, 
character, dignity, grace, and grit. Our city, 
state, nation, and the world are better for her 
98 years of life. To God be the Glory. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the more than 
765,000 people of the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, in honoring the life and legacy 
of the Honorable Mary Jane Galer and in ex-
tending our deepest condolences to her fam-
ily, friends, and loved ones during this time of 
bereavement. Moreover, we pray that we will 
all be consoled and comforted by an abiding 
faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks, 
and months ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 18 INCREDIBLE INDI-
VIDUALS IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. MICHAEL LAWLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize 18 incredible individuals from my 
community in honor of Black History Month. 

The 17th Congressional District and New 
York State are home to much of this rich his-
tory. The Hudson River was once one of the 
main arteries of the Underground Railroad, il-
luminating a pathway to freedom for enslaved 
people. In Hillburn, we saw the precursor to 
one of the Supreme Court’s landmark cases, 
Brown vs. Board of Education, which paved 
the way for the fall of segregation and a full 
bill of civil rights to be passed at the federal 
level. 

Last week, I held a ceremony to honor 
Vedeta Hanley, Jennifer Ogilvie, Pastor Jean 
Claude Dorcely, Roxanne Watson, Joyce 
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Sharrock Cole, Cassandra Dobson, Virginia 
Norfleet, Sonia Tracey, Pastor Greg 
Merriweather, Quacy Evelyn, Pastor Everett 
Newton, Alice Roker, Dr. Edmund Gordon, 
Jacqueline Baker, Dr. Winsome Downie, Dr. 
Philip Ozuah, Mel Johnson, and Nzhinga 
Milanes, who are continuing the history of 
black excellence in the Hudson Valley. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 28, 2023 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 1 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine the 2023 
Farm Bill, focusing on conservation 
and forestry programs. 

SR–328A 
Committee on the Budget 

To hold hearings to examine climate 
change and the economic risks to 
coastal communities. 

SD–608 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Phillip A. Washington, of Illi-

nois, to be Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. 

SR–253 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Joseph Goffman, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

SD–406 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Department of Justice. 

SH–216 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the American Legion and multiple vet-
erans service organizations. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Vivek Hallegere Murthy, of 
Florida, to be Representative on the 
Executive Board of the World Health 
Organization, Kathleen A. FitzGibbon, 
of New York, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Niger, Eric W. Kneedler, of 
Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador to the 
Republic of Rwanda, Pamela M. 
Tremont, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Zimbabwe, and 
Richard Mills, Jr., of Georgia, to be 
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, all of the Department of State, 
and other pending nominations. 

SD–419 
Select Committee on Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing on certain 
intelligence matters. 

SH–219 

MARCH 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To receive a closed briefing on munitions 
to include requirements development, 
Ukraine support, and replenishment 
management. 

SVC–217 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine community 
health centers. 

SD–430 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Charnelle Bjelkengren, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Washington, Mat-
thew P. Brookman, to be United States 
District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Indiana, Michael Farbiarz, and 
Robert Kirsch, both to be a United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Jersey, Orelia Eleta Merchant, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of New York, and 
Stephen K. Eberle, to be United States 
Marshal for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania, and Roy W. Minter, Jr., 
to be United States Marshal for the 
Southern District of Georgia, both of 
the Department of Justice. 

SH–216 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States and multiple veterans 
service organizations. 

CHOB–390 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Dilawar Syed, of California, to 
be Deputy Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration. 

SR–428A 

MARCH 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine imple-

menting the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, focusing on perspectives 
on the Drinking Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure Act. 

SD–406 

MARCH 22 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine Moderna 

considering quadrupling the price of 
the COVID vaccine. 

SD–430 
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